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THIRD ANNUAL LETTER, &c. 


Dear BretHren, 

Thankful that we meet at the close of the second year 
of our Association, we desire again to address you in the 
language of affectionate exhortation. The events that have 
occurred among us during the past year show, we humbly 
trust, that God is with us. You have been preserved in 
harmony: you have been instructed, cheered, and sanctified; 
while, in many instances, sinners have been converted to 
God, by his blessing on the administration of his word and 
ordinances. 

A few of our brethren have been removed from the church 
on earth to that above, but instead of weeping over them, 
we would rather follow their faith, ‘ PSH 6h the end of 
their conversation Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever.” Your pastors have been spared, going in and 
out in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of peace. ‘The 
continued affliction of one of our beloved brethren, calls for 

our sympathy and prayers; and in these the church, 

eprived of his valuable labours, we trust but for a time, will 
deeply share. May he who walketh in the midst of the 
golden candlesticks speedily restore him to his wonted labours 
and mercifully provide them with every needful blessing. 

We cannot but advert to the death of one of our fathers 
in the ministry. Though net directly connected with the 
association, the late Dr. Newman wished it all success in 
cementing our churches in the closest bonds of affection, and 
advancing the glory of the Redeemer. For more than 40 
years he laboured faithfully at Old Ford. His life was pre- 
eminently that of amanof God. His talents and learning 
rendered him greatly useful, not only to his own people, but 
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the book of Revelation, two only escape censure. Thisis af 


hambling fact, and surely the sacred: volume lays it before us 


in order to awaken our concern and vigilance lest we too 
should. -clecline,’ ‘We need then no apology for callmg your 
attention to the causes of declension in a christian church, 
One of the first of thege is a decay in individual piety: 
Churches are but assemblies of individuals, with a character 
formed of the personal charerter of: their. members. Hence 
the individuality:of: the. exhortations of the new testament, 
‘(As ye know bist we exhotted and.comforted, and charged 
every one of you, ae father doth his children. That'ye would 
walk worthy of God who hath called you unto hiv. kingdom 
and glory,” Hach mamber of the apostolic churches‘is charged 
to cultivate the spirit of devotion, to fulfil his personal duties, 
and: to- press forward towarila the mark for the prize of the 
high: ealling of Godan Chript Jesus; and-all the preseribed 
. excises of ‘devotion, ell the discipline of christians. are 
obvious) y directed-ta the increase of personal religion, Whats 
ever reason there-wae for th arising out of the individual 
importance of christian faith conduct, o reason alsa aroed 
out-of the ¢losé connexion between vigorous state of-piety 
in: ever'yiimen’s “mind, and in the society of which each ‘was 
aiandmber,: Everyone of}us, brethren, must coutribute 
either-to the spiritual progress or to the declension ‘of the 
church. If-we ave holy, devoted, faithful, the. churches we 
cotupose will beigo’too; but if otherwise, we shail be the 
authors of mischief to them; hence the neceasity of every 
one’s watching over his own bpirit and conduct. We should 
resemble Christ, He that saith he- abideth in him, 
himeelf alan go-to walk evdn. as he walked.” We should 
imitate the holy men who Have long inherited the. promises, 
Bréthren, be. followers toget her of me. ‘and mark -them 
which: walk so as- ye have we for an exampic.” 
But.it will not-be enough for you to watch over thoes 
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We niust bear in mind the obligations beneath which we are 
laid by the exercise of redeeming mercy, and open our hearts 
to all the reviving, sanctifying influences of the Spirit of grace. 
‘We must often renew our engagements to be the Lord’s, and 
urge on our spiritual progress, if haply we may attain that for 
which we are apprehended of Christ Jesus. es: 
. What mischief has been often done to our churches by the 
languid piety of some who should have been leaders. Their 
coldness and carnality have been like a plague spot, which no 
efforts of faithful warning and counsel could remove. Like 
Achan they have “ troubled the camp,” while as yet the cause 
was undiscovered. On the other hand, who has not seen the 
benefits which churches derive from the steady, uniform, 
glowing piety of members not distinguished by station or in- 
fluence. ‘They have spoken often one to another. God has 
hearkened and heard; he has rendered their spirit diffusive, 
till the whole church has presented the appearance of a gar- 
_ den which the Lord has blessed. 

2. Declension in a christian church sometimes occurs .as 
the effect of a false or partial view of the doctrines of divine 
truth. . What is sometimes said of the human body, is true 
of a christian church. Let its different parts increase har- 
‘moniously, and it is healthy and vigorous; but let the growth 
be only in one part, and we shall soon perceive its distortion 
and debility; and this cause of decay is the more worthy of 
attention because it frequently operates where it is least sus- 

Truly, dear brethren, there are some points in the christian 
system of greater moment than others: to some servants of 
od more than to others, it is given to unfold and place these 
ints in an interesting and forcible light. Each instructor 

as his peculiar talent—some build you up in your most holy 
faith ; others deal out to you the riches of a well-stored experi- 
ence; and others.again reprove, rebuke, and exhort, dwelling 
on the perceptive parts of God’s word. That ministry'is the 
most to be desired which combines these various elements of 
christian instruction; but be assured that an overweening at- 
attachment to either will be followed bylanguor. The disease 
will p ss surely and somewhat rapidly, where it is Jeast 
suspected; that which is eagerly received as the choicest food 
only increases its malignity, till at length, a suitable oppor- 
tunity occurring, it breaks forth with a depth and extent of 
imjury defying all: attempts at restoration. God has been 
dishonoured under a show of zealous attachment to christian 
doctrine;insuperable difficulties have been thrown in»the 
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way of faithful ministers of his word; and societies apparently 
flourishing, have been reduced to waste and desolation, 

_ It should be borne in mind that: the word of God is not 
only the standard of truth, it is the model, so far as propor- 
tion is concerned, on which the instructions of the sanctuary 
should be formed. . There doctrine, experience, and duty are 
beautifully and harmoniously blended; the several points of 
one are urged to influence the feelings and conduct of the 
other. All are inseparably connected; still the perceptive 
portion of the new testament, as necessity required, is by 
far the largest portion. ‘The doctrines to be believed are few 
and simple; the experience to which they conduct depends on 
too many circumstances to be described otherwise than by 
some of its leading features, while in the precepts the will 
of God concerning us is developed; the path we must. pursue 
is marked with an accuracy and precision proportioned to our 
readiness to forsake it. Any attempt to break down this pro- 
portion must produce disaster, because it is offensive to him, 
without whom nothing is strong or good. It is by the whole 
of divine truth that the man of God is made perfect, thoroughly 
furnished to every good word and work; by following on to 
receive all that God has revealed, both individuals and com- 
munities are rendered fat and flourishing. The church aug- 
ments its strength and acquires its richest, noblest triumphs 
when its language is ‘let us go up to the mountain of ‘the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of 
his ways, and we will walk in his paths; for out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” 
3. If christians regard their mutual connexion exclusively 
in the right of a privilege, churches may be expected to decline. 
That it is a privilege we have no question, but its value 
depends antinel on a proper understanding of its objects and 
nature. It rere so: duties, without the performance of which, 
depend upon it, you will lose all its advantages, and the church 
its charm, as the:happy home of your spirits. God has com- 
bined. our enjoyment with our progress in piety, and -with 
increasing usefulness in his cause; to secure these, he has 
placed us in fellowship with each other. Churches are the 
nurseries where the “ plants of grace’’ are prepared for final 
transplantation to his heavenly paradise; they are the schools 
where his children undergo the educational process meetening 
them for the possession and enjoyment of their final inheri- 
tance. One of the chief precepts inculeated upon church 
members, and repeated in @ great variety of forms, is that 
given by the apostle Peter, “‘ Grow in grace, and in the 
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knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus: Christ.” If this 


spiritual growth were not necessary, why are churches esta- 
blished, why their various discipline, their incessant instruc- 
tions, and why the unwearied toil, the affectionate vigilance, 
the fatherly care of those who are placed over you in the Lord? 
Does not God design by these provisions the perfecting of the 
saints, the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come in 
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ? And should not these merciful and 
appropriate provisions make us chiefly solicitous that our fel- 
lowship should contribute to our spiritual growth? Isolated 
and. alone we could do but little good; united with our 
brethren we may be instrumental in helping forward the 
cause of truth. _ We are like soldiers who in the ranks may 
do execution, but would do nothing straggling and alone. __ 
- The language of Christ implies, that the highest privileges 
and ends of christian association are involved in our useful- 
ness, ‘‘ Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you and 
ordained you that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that 
your fruit should remain, that whatsoever ye: shall ask the 
father.in my name, he may give it you. Herein is my father 
lorified that ye bear much fruit, so shall ye be my disciples.” 
e emblems. describing his church indicate the design of its 
formation. ‘‘ Ye are the salt of the earth. Ye are the light 
of the world. Among whom ye shine as lights in the world.” 
The faithful observance of the obligations involved in. this 
character, will discover and advance the prosperity of our 
churches; to neglect them will betoken declension. Two 
circumstances Increase our anxiety in reference to this par- 
ticular cause of decay; one is, that a neglect of these obliga- 
tions is sometimes identified with a high state of spiritual 
feeling; and the other is our increasing conviction that the 
enlightenment and conversion of the world is to be effected by 
the blessing of God upon christian labour. We have no 
sympathy in that backwardness to the exertions required, 
in. order’ to be ‘useful, which arises out of the essed 
apprehension of interfering with the work of y and we 


would: earnestly caution you against it. Let us do beloved - 


brethren, what our divine Redeemer has enjoined, and hum- 
bly'wait upon him for the blessing which shall give success to 
ourefforts, Thus our churches instead of declining, will be 
as fruitful fields.which the Lord has blessed. 
4, Churches must be expected to decline whenever the dis- 
eipline appointed by the Saviour is neglected, or where its 


“> 
‘ 
4 
| 
ed 
4 
. 
“qs 
a 
4 
&, 


performance gives rise to strife, and division. Indeed in 


these cases declension has already taken place ; the disposition 
to obey the will of Christ implicitly and at whatever cost, 
together with christian charity are rapidly disappearing, ** the 
mountain of Zion is desolate, her ways mourn, her priests 
sigh, her virgins are afflicted, and she is in bitterness.” ‘Too 
often has it happened that where an offender has been of lon 
standing in the Church, where his influence, connexions, an 
wealth are considerable, great backwardness to deal with him 
according to the directions of the New Testament has pre- 
vailed. Sin is thus encouraged, obstacles are placed in the 
way of enquirers, and God is 'dishonoured. Can we wonder 
that he withdraws his presence and grace from churches 
thus guilty, or that they fall imto decay? This unfaith- 
fulness has opened the mouth of adversaries, and compelled 
friends to weep bitterly. We would warn you on this ‘sub- 
ject. Feel, we beseech you, that the vigour of the church and 
the honour of christianity depend upon a combined and 
faithful effort to obey in every thing the command of the 
Redeemer. Watch over each other with fidelity and care. Be 
not puffed up for one against another. Let the preservation of 
your purity be an object of such paramount importance as to 
swallow up every selfish and relative consideration ; and let 
es act of discipline be performed in the spirit of christian 
e. | 


5. Inconnexion with this cause of declension, another may 
be mentioned, certainly not less injurious though more silent in 
its operation. We refer to the neglect of the duties involved 
in our relation to each other. To these the apostle refers ; 
‘‘Teaching and admonishing one another in s and 
hymns and spiritual songs ; exhorting one another, and so 
much the more as ye see the day approaching.” Unquestion- 
ably the most important of these, are the a ties which the 
pastor has to discharge, and should he be negligent the flock 
over which he is placed, must inevitably suffer injury.” It 
belongs to him to watch over every one of you with all the 
tenderness and assiduity of the nurse, the faithfulness and 
untiring affection of the father. 1 Thes. ii: 7—11.. 1 Cor. 
iv. 15. Hence the many exhortations addressed to ministers 
by the inspired writers. ‘‘ Feed the flock of God. .Take 
heed to the ministry which thou hast received.” Yet there 
are duties somewhat similar to be performed by every church 
member towards those with whom he is connected.. You 


must encourage one another’s zeal and diligence, open to each 
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other the stores of spiritual knowledge and joy, and labour 
mutually to excite your faith, patience, anddevotion. Without 
this; christian fellowship would secure but few advantages, 
and we need not wonder if it be not very highly prized. The 
men of the world associate and encourage one another in their 
pursuits; ungodly men freely communicate on topics adapted 
toaugment the energy of their wickedness: hence the pro- 
gress of sin. Why should not christians regard their union in 
the fellowship of Christ, as designed for this very purpose, 
that they may encourage each other to pursue with greater 
diligence the ways. of God. . How often by this means would 
theweak be strengthened, andthe feeble sustained ; how often 
would thesnares ingeniously constructed by the adversary be 
thus detected, and incipient evil overturned., Union and 
sympathy would pervade the whole church, the rich and the 
would feel their mutual connexion and dependance, and 
thatalienation of heart would be prevented which deepens and 
agravates most fearfully any misunderstandings that may 
arise, 
. Didewe loveone another asJesus Christ enjoins, there would 

‘beno’ want of holy and beneficial intercourse among us. © Our 
mutual ‘relation to him would supply at once the topics and 
the reason ‘for this helpful converse. Fellowship on earth 
‘would more closely resemble the fellowship of the skies. Pur- 
_ gue this course, dear brethren, and you will prosper ; neglect it 
and the'result will be weakness and decay. 

6. Amother cause of declension is a comparative indiffer- 
‘ence to the spiritual interests of our families. We do not 
‘mean‘that the ordinary duties of: domestic worship are 
neglected; this would be an evil far too flagrant to be 
G@ndulged: still it deserves a —— whether every thing is 
done by christian parents and masters that the case requires 
for the religious instruction of those who are committed to 
their care, It is a fact over which we cannot but weep that 
‘although in @ proportion ‘happily increasing of late, the child- 
‘ven of religious parents are uniting with our churches; this is 
mitch less frequent than we might anticipate, and perhaps still 
‘ore infrequently does it happen that. servants who spend 
‘three or four years under the roof of christians, come to love 
Gnd profess the religion of the Saviour... The addition of the 
‘young to the church will be one of the most effectual means 
of sow tere it from declension, and that not simply as pro- 
viding for the occupancy of the places which death 1s perpetu- 
‘ally rendering vacant, they brmg with them a simplicity, a 
liveliness, an intensity of pious feeling which invigorates the 
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whole society. How is it that more of those who may em- 
phatically be called the children of the church, do not press 
forward to unite with her members. It is quite true, indeed, 
that in bestowing his mercy, God acts in the most sovereign 
manner, converting whom he pleases; and it is equally true 
_ that without the energy of his grace, no means that we can 
employ, in the family or otherwise, will be effectual in bringing 
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; but God has 
directed us to employ the means and he has promised the 
blessing ; may we not therefore conclude, that if those under 
our care are not converted, we do not employ appropriate 
methods. Parents permit us toexpostulate with you. 

you sincerely solicitous that your children should oceupy 
mm the church the places from which you must expect 
soon to be removed? Do you endeavour to set before 
them the important truths you have through grace believed, 
and is it your constant aim to bring them to the Re- 
deemer? Wo you invariably speak of the benefits and pri- 
vileges of church fellowship in such a way as to make them 
desire it! Andis it an object which you seek with a zeal 
proportioned to its importance, that your sons and daughters 
should be planted in the house of the Lord and flourish in the 
courts of our God, You are anxious enough about their situ- 
ation in the world, their business, their alliances, their pros- 
perity; nor can we censure this: but are you anxious in the 
same relative proportion for their reception of the truth, and 
their association with christian people. If you are not, wedo 
not wonder that in rising to maturity they are. worldlings. 
What you are most anxious about for them, they will be most 
concerned for on their own behalf; the more so from the want 
of accordance between the professions you make in reference 
to themselves and the course you pursue. Their religious 
interests are hazarded, and unless God shall, “ of the stones 
raise-up children to Abraham,” his temple will be deserted 
and his churches decline. The influence of now andthen 
addressing oursons on the importance of devotedness to the 
service of God, but at the same time placing them in situa- 
tions which, in all probability, will engage and seal them: to 
the service of the:world, must be injurious; the native bent of 
their own hearts will accelerate the injury, and the daughter 
of Zion will weep over the wounds she receives in the house 
of her friends. ‘‘ O that the Lord,” says the fervent Baxter, 
‘* would make all you that are parents sensible what a. work 
* and doth lie upon you! You that talk to your 
‘ families of nothing but the world, I tell you, the blood, of 
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souls is upon-you ; make light of it as you will, if you repent 
‘not and amend the Lord will shortly call you to an account 
“ for your guiltiness of your children’ s everlasting undoing. 
*O what happy churches might. we have if: parents did but — 
“their duty to their children ; then we need not: exclude so 
f-.many for ignorance or scandal, nor have our churches com- 
¥ of members so rude. O what encouragement would 
** it be to ministers, and how would the work go on in wee] 
“hands,” 

To this parental musti:sometimes be 
buted another circumstance, which can hardly fail of occasion- 
ing-declensionsand decay in our churches. We allude to 
ireligious matrimonial connexions. If by the blessing of 
God upon:the few efforts we have made, or upon the ministry 
under which our children have been placed, their hearts have 
yielded to the claims of religion, it is too obvious to require 
proof that such conexions will be deeply injurious to their 
spiritual welfare. The command of Gad ow on this subject is 
exceedingly explicit. “‘ Marry only in the Lord,” nor cau we 
withhold our astonishment, that ds orindividuals should 
regard its violation as a ‘trifling matter. What happiness — 
can christians expect, or what good can they hope to accoms 
shy when one of their first and most important acts is in 

Violation of the divine command.  “ : have. never, ” 
says an excellent clergyman, after many years’ experience and 
observation; personally known an of a young 
“ christian who has aad! an unsuitable character, becomin 
“instrumental in winning the stranger over to Christ, but 
“have known the latter » ove off the former completely into 
“theworld,” And what must be anticipated as the moral 
condition of the families resulting from. 
scan Will they éxemplify the wer of godliness; will 
the by a toned spirituahty, and may it 
church; we will you, for. the Lord is with you? 
deplorable is it, ” Mr. Jay, “that the sedation 
“yule of marriage uently trampled upon. The 
io, in'the degree of it at 
*Sage, Our pious ancestors, | among the noncon- 
formists, have been at the practice, as 

“ appears from their invaluable ee And I am persuaded 
“that it is very much owing to the prevalence of these indis- 
‘“eriminate and unhallowed connexions; that we have fallen 

“80 far short of those good men of God who are gone before 
‘usin Our-seclusion from.the world, in the simplicity of our 
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“* manners, in the uniformity of our profession, in the discharge 
‘© of family worship, and in the.training up of our households 
‘* in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” i is 
_ 8, Aworldlyand selfish spiritamong christians will occasion 
declension in our churches. In the days of the apostle there 
vere some of whom it had to be said, “‘ they seek. their own, 
ot the things that be Jesus Christ’s.”. ially is this 
spirit injurious where it obtains among the wealthy and infilu- 
ential classes of society: Pastors are often discouraged, and 
their hearts almost broken, by the want of steady, zealous, 
and self-denying co-operation; and churches are restrained 
and held HH, ts that exertion of which they are YY 
capable; and which perhaps may be essential to their continu 
existence and prosperity. We are thankful that some of you 
readily surrender time, talents, and property, to increase the 
_ efficiency of religious exertion; but yet is there not in 
others too much worldliness, too much anxiety about your own 
interests, and too little of the feeling which all profess. ‘* The 
love of Christ constraineth us because we thus judge, that if 
one died for all, then all were dead; and that he died for all, 
that they which live should not henceforth live unto them- 
selves, but unto him that died for them and rose again.” - 
- Humanly speaking, churches must decline, if those to 
whom God has given ability to support the means of their 
extension refuse to employ it: nor will the evil be less if the 
employment of this ability in any good degree shalj be held 
as @, reason for claiming an unscriptural authority-and 
requiring a degree of submission-and homage unsuitable 
to the’ equality essentially involyédin christian fellowship. 
The lust of power is as detrimental to a church as the love 
of money; and both partake equ 
world. | Each is condemned by the p t and example of 
our adorable Redeemer: “ He that will be greatest among 
you let him be the servant of all: even as the Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto but to minister, and to give 
his life'a ransom for the many.” Scenes like some we have 
witnessed will never, we trust, be found among you. Men of 
wealth and power employing both to retain in unnatural sub- 
jection the respective societies with which they were connected. 
A spirit of discord is thus fomented, and churches have not 
only not increased, they have gous down ; faithful pastors have 
been compelled almost spirit-broken, to forsake their post of 
honourable but frustrated exertion. “‘ Zion haths forth 
her hands, and there was none to comfort her.” | 
9. Thelastcauseof declension weshall refer to is, the want 
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ofaspirit of Carhest prayer for the reviving influences of God’s 
heavenly grace. [tis with churches as with individuals, they 
cannot long atcupy the same ground, they must increase orde- 
cline; ‘Their spirituality will become deeper, or it will lose its 
intensityand vigour; nor, perhaps, can any thing be more 
detrimental than the loss of a spirit of fervent and persevering 
supplication, that’ God will continue to pour upon them the 
healthful spirit of his grace. No matter how this loss may 
have happened. It may arise from a practical denial of the 
agency of the Holy Ghost, or it may be a professed deference 
to the divine'sovereignty, as if the blessing is not to be 
importuned from God, fest we should seem to prescribe to 
him: whatever occasions it, the effect of this loss will be the 
same. Lord:is with you,” says the prophet; while 
“ve are with him ; if ye seek him he will be found of you, if ye 
“forsake him he willforsake you.: ‘The Lord is nigh to all them 
“thatcallupon him, tothemthatcalluponhim in truth.’”?” How 
many illustrations might be adduced of this solemn language, 
thereason of whichis sufficiently obvious. God is honoured only 
by those’ who wait upon him in faith and prayer ; no others 
are prepared to receive his mercy; prosperity would but 
‘increase their pride and self dependence. 
© In connexion with this thought, permit us to express our 
thankfulness’at hearing of the increase’ of humble earnest 
supplication which is now taking place in some of our 
churches: would that it extended to them all. ‘The ex- 
traordinary meetings for prayer, to which some of your 
letters this day refer, have already produced good and will 
still prodiice it in a greater degree. May he, whose honour 
we seek, baptize us with his heavenly grace. May he 
satisfy us with his mercy, that we may rejoice and be 
glad in him. “ Let thy work — unto thy servants, and 
thy glory unto their children, and let the beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon us, and establish thou the work of our hands 
upon us, yea the work of our hands establish thou it.” | 

“ Brethren” for the present “farewell. Be perfect, be of 
— comfort; be of one mind, live in peace, and the God of 
and’ peace shall be with you. Grace be with you all.— 
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STATE OF THE CHURCHES, 1835. 


NAME, | Insti- Increase Decrease. |Totak, 
tuted, 
al 
Eagle Street, R. W. Overbury | 1737 || 24| 3} 1] 11) 1] 44 330 
Henrietta Street, Thos. Thomas} 1817 || 25 2/11} 1] 9} 206 
Salter’ Hall, J. E. Giles 1830 114 
Camberwell, Edward Steane | 1823113| 9| 
Church Street, Joseph Davis | 1785 || 30| 1] 2/91} 4/11] 397 
Hachney, F. A. Cox, D. D. 1798 | 55 | 8 5 4) 381 
Highgate, E. Lewis 1812 55 
Tottenham, J. J. Davies 1827 | 33 | 20 $i 135 
Devonshire Square, T. Price | 1638) 7 | 8 9 3| 224 
Poplar, J. Upton 1812.1 13 | 3 | 107 
Prescott Street, C, Stovel* | 1633 | | 9 ‘a || 
J. Ri .D. | 
Park Street, ; bath 1719 | 96 15 270 
Maze Pond, J, Watts. 7 13 41 165 
§ J. Chin and | 
Lion, Street, 1805 || 26 | 15 5] 
? Davis, | 1g01 | a0 | 7 
Clapham, J. Edwards | 17| 4 1; 
Clear Increase, 242. 1330 109 | 35 54 3316 


_ * The particulars relating to this Church were not stated correctly in our feumer 


Letter—they should have been 


Increase by 


by letter ,, 


by 
by death . 
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